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under German supervision, and the only independent
body was the Gestapo. Conditions were chaotic, since
the German officials interfered with everything. They
had to be restrained by a decree issued by von Blaskowitz.

The Protector, von Neurath, arrived on April 5th. His
entry was so ' ceremonial * that^ apart from the military
and the Czech officials, only the Gestapo agents, the
police and the small German colony turned out to meet
him. The day of his arrival was declared a holiday ; the
Czechs spent it at home.

Up till March i5th, the Czechs had been anxious not
to displease Berlin and had therefore dismissed all Jewish
officials in the civil and diplomatic service. These were
not numerous, but were of outstanding ability, as for
instance Ministerial-Councillor Hoffman, who had been
Press Chief and attache* for 19 years at the Embassy in
Berlin, and who had translated the works of Masaryk
and Benes. Internal political conditions had undergone a
violent change. The political parties had dissolved and
had urged their members to join the Narodni Sourucentsvi,
the National Labour Union, which was under the leader-
ship of the agrarian and reactionary politicians. But the
people did not agree with all the points in its programme,
for it had much in common with the N.S.D. A.P. (National-
Socialist German Workers* Party). The trade unions also
proposed to merge together and so preserve their interests,
although the workers were urged not to leave the existing
unions, which were in liquidation.

The German national group had suddenly to transform
itself, for it was not possible for a German to exist in